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says explicity, and here beneath the flashing 
phrases that sear the reader's mind lies the 
feeling of deep pity that human beings with 
their innate potentialities for good can sink 
to the level of ‘‘venom-squirting toads.” 
“Whose heart already was hollowed out by 
hot corrosives,” “fleeing the grimacing 
phantoms of his own barbed dread,” “with 
gaze well seal@d to reason’”’—these and many 
such phrases show the steadfast attitude of 
the writer. 

Flotsam on the Tide etches with tender 
understanding the gallery of victims of the 
Crimson Captain. The Steel Blade Strikes 
makes the reader share the experiences of 
the conquered. 

Coblentz writes with no unhealthy love 
for the macabre details but out of a deep 
compassion. He arouses pity and fear and 
provides a real catharsis for the reader. Like 
his own Dr. Samucl, “he has had a con- 
ference with the heart of life,’ and in the 
fourth section, The Tracking of the Tiger, 
offers us the unshaken conviction that hu- 
manity will “lift a light above the storm- 
blown ages.” 

Coblentz is a master of the imaginative 
phrase; the lover of words will take delight 
in his imagery. The one lapse from gran- 
deur seems to me most unfortunate,—the 
use of the hackneyed ‘‘V" for victory mo- 
tif at the very end. The varying meters add 
interest, the choric effect at the end of each 
canto is effective. But beyond matters of 
style and technique, “Winds of Chaos” 
stands as a real poetic experience awaiting 
the reader. 


—Viola S. Chworowsky 


Correspondence 


Editor, The Humanist: 

These are critical times for ‘‘the values’. 
The impotence of the old systems to bring 
real spiritual forces to bear upon new prob- 
lems is everywhere evident. In a world of 
Science, mystery is helpless. In a world of 
knowledge, theology is like an old man in 
his second childhood. In a world of known 
natural processes, supernaturalism becomes 
a metaphysical relic, a vestigial hangover 
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from magic, an apology for spiritism. We 
need to be shown that real spirituality is 
the completion and fulfillment of natural 
human living. 


—S§. O. Smith, Robertsdale, Ala. 


Berk Up Empty Trees 
Editor, The Humanist: 

It seems to me that too many humanists 
still have the strong inclination (and it 
sometimes seeps through into your pages) 
to go on ringing changes on old themes— 
particularly with regard to the stabs at 
orthodoxy. I sometimes feel that they are 
barking up empty trees—the squirrel came 
down long ago! Of course, the scent is still 
there, and that is what excites the barkers. 
The scent is the outworn terminology; what 
efficient sanitat‘on 
currently plentiful 
and clean up the 


is needed is simply an 
squad, made up of the 
semanticists, to go out 
scent! 


—William E. Hammond, 
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